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Robin Browning, EYO Conductor

Atharv Gupta, EYO Assistant
Conductor

Thomas O’Hagan, EYO Leader

St Botolph’s Church, Colchester « Sunday 30 August at 7pm



Essex Music Service - part of Essex
County Council - is the lead partnerthe
Greater Essex Music Hub and receives
funding from the Department for
Education via Arts Council England to
deliver the National Plan for Music across
the whole Hub region. We aim to work in
partnership across our Hub, supporting
schools to deliver a strong music
curriculum, providing local participation
opportunities across our local communities,
working with local and national partners

to deliver impactful and inspiring projects,
and enable every young person to progress
within their musical journey, right through
to launching their own music careers.
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We believe that every young person
deserves the opportunity to learn a musical
instrument, and the young people that you
have come to hear tonight, each started
out their musical journey at a younger age.
We seek to use the funding received from
Arts Council England to provide every child
across Essex, no matter who they are or
what their circumstances, the opportunity to
participate, enjoy, create and be part of an
inspiring world of Music and the Arts.

The ensembles performing tonight are just
some of the many ensembles we run. Should
you wish to find out more about the broad
range of ensembles and wider opportunities
we offer, please visit our website:

www.essexmusicservice.org.uk

or email your questions to:

musichub@essex.gov.uk
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PROGRAMME

Strauss: Overture to Die Fledermaus (9 mins)
Harry Wilson: Chiaroscope (6 mins)

Sibelius: Karelia Suite (17 mins)
Tchaikovsky: Nutcracker Extract (6 mins)

Interval (20 minutes)

Prokofiev: Extracts from Romeo and Juliet (45 mins)

@ A note about
tonight’s
performance

We would request that all
audience members turn off
mobile phones and other
devices that could disturb
tonight’s performance.

Please also note that
audience members are not
permitted to take photos
and videos. Essex Music
Service may post media on
its social media channels,
and this is fine for you to
share.
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Robin Browning is an
established conductor and
conducting teacher, praised
by Sir Charles Mackerras

as an “expert musician and
conductor.” He is known for
his deeply communicative
style, commitment to
musical storytelling, and
championing of education and
collaboration.

He is currently Music

Director of four orchestras:
De Havilland Philharmonic,
Petersfield Orchestra, Havant
Chamber Orchestra, and
Essex Youth Orchestra, as
well as Artistic Director of
SON Orchestra - a flexible,
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Robin Browning
Conductor of Essex Youth Orchestra

professional ensemble. With
SON, he led a celebrated
residency at Southampton’s
Turner Sims, launched the
acclaimed Unwrapped series
with artists such as David
Owen Norris and John Suchet,
and conducted a cycle of
Beethoven concerti with
legendary pianist John Lill.

Robin appears as a regular
guest conductor across

the UK and Europe, and

has conducted the Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra, Hallé,
Danish Radio Symphony
Orchestra, and university
orchestras at Oxford

and Cambridge. He has

collaborated with leading
soloists such as Jack Liebeck,
Raphael Wallfisch, and
Jennifer Pike, and with artist
and storyteller James Mayhew
in over 50 education concerts.

A renowned conducting
teacher, Robin has led
workshops at Trinity Laban,
Winchester College, and
University of Hertfordshire.

After 20 years teaching

the conducting course at
University of Southampton,
Robin now works exclusively
with the conductors in the
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British Army, serving as
Professor of Conducting since
2022.

Robin studied with Sir
Charles Mackerras, Ilya
Musin, and Sian Edwards,
and in masterclasses with
Paavo Jarvi, Sir Mark Elder
and Benjamin Zander. He
subsequently assisted
Paavo Jarvi with Deutsche
Kammerphilharmonie and
Philharmonia Orchestra,
Sakari Oramo with BBC
Symphony Orchestra, and

Sian Edwards with London
Sinfonietta at the BBC Proms.

He is a passionate advocate
for music’s role in education
and social change, and leads
award-winning outreach
projects including his work
with SON Orchestra. His
most recent project TRACE-E
explores themes of sound,
electronic waste, and
education. His orchestral
studio recordings are available
on Spotify, Soundcloud, and
Apple Music.




Atharv Gupta

EYO Assistant Conductor

Aged 17, Atharv is a young
conductor, composer,
trombonist and pianist. His
musical journey began at age
5 in Redbridge’s Young Music
Makers program, but it was
during lockdown at age 10
that he discovered his passion
for classical music, which has
since become an integral part
of his life.

In 2021, Atharv joined Essex
Music Service, becoming
part of the Essex Youth

Jazz Orchestra, Youth Brass
Ensemble, Youth Symphonic
Wind Orchestra and Young
Person’s Orchestra.
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In the following year, he joined
the Essex Youth Orchestra
where he enjoys playing
Trombone. Additionally, he
attends Trinity Laban Junior
Department on Saturdays,
learning Conducting and
Composition with Darren
Bloom and Trombone with
Jonathan Watkins.

A major highlight of Atharv’s
musical life came when he was
selected as one of the winners
of the BBC Young Composer
Award 2023. This led to him
taking part in a yearlong
development programme
working with a mentor
composer and the BBC Concert

Orchestra, culminating in the
premiere of a piece he wrote
by the BBCCO at the 2024 BBC
Proms.

In January 2024, Atharv was
chosen as one of the ORA
Singers Young Composers
2024, which led to him

taking part in a mentorship
programme with a professional
composer and the ORA
Singers, resulting in a live
performance and recording

of a choral work he wrote at
Worcester Cathedral as part of
the Three Choirs Festival.

Atharv made his conducting
debut in the summer of 2023
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when he had the opportunity
to take part in a conducting
masterclass with Robin
Browning and conduct

the Essex Young Person’s
Orchestra.

From 2023 to 2025, Atharv

was the EYPO’s assistant
conductor, where he conducted
them under the guidance of
Matthew Andrews.

Starting from this year, Atharv
is delighted to be acting as

the Assistant Conductor of

the Essex Youth Orchestra
under Robin Browning, having
already previously conducted
them for the premiere of his
Elegy for the End of Days in
January 2025 and on their
2025 Summer Tour to Germany.

In the summer of 2024, Atharv
founded the Titan Sinfonia,
a youth symphony orchestra

he conducts which brings Outside of music, Atharv
together musical talent from debates and quizzes for
across Essex and London, his school and plays Table
with the aim of performing Tennis for Chelmsford Table
re-imagined, emotionally Tennis Club. He is also very
immersive interpretations of passionate about physics
orchestral repertoire as well and wants to become either
as a premiere by a young a quantum physicist or a

composer each concert.

Their conductor/composer.

most recent performance

was in August 2025 and

featured the Tchaikovsky

Romeo and Juliet Overture,
the Rachmaninoff Symphonic
Dances and the premiere
of Titan March by Shravan

Sriram.




Thomas O’Hagan

Leader of Essex Youth Orchestra

Tom has been playing the
violin for 15 years and has
performed in local ensembles
from a young age. He joined
the Essex Youth Orchestra four
years ago and has since taken
part in three international
tours, with Italy being his
fourth. Through the orchestra,
he has enjoyed performing a
diverse range of repertoire
and developing his skills as an
orchestral musician.

Tom studies German and
Spanish at the University of
Cambridge, having recently
completed his first year.
There, he enjoys a range of
musical opportunities, playing
across several orchestras

and Baroque ensembles.

With these groups he has
performed a variety of works
including Bach’s Magnificat,
Mozart’s Requiem, and newly
commissioned works, as

well as in the pit for opera
productions, such as Gilbert
and Sullivan’s H.M.S Pinafore.




Harry Wilson
EYO Composer

Harry, 17, started playing

the recorder at the age of

5 and quickly took up the
oboe at age 7, piano at age

9 and later the organ at 14.
He has played in many of the
Essex ensembles and is now
principal oboist for the Essex
Youth Orchestra. He also
enjoys playing the piano for a
Boreham singing group which
was set up to provide a space
for people to chat and sing for
fun.

Harry’s love for composition
did not spring into being until
lockdown, during which he
tried his hand at some basic
writing. After the worst of

the pandemic, he attended
composition classes with
Jeffery Wilson (no blood
relation!) at New Hall School,
before formally studying with
him at Junior Guildhall for
1st study composition from
2023-2025. He now studies
composition as 2nd study with
John Cooney at the Junior
Royal Academy of Music

and has 1st study oboe with
Deborah Goodyer.
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One of Harry’s proudest
moments was winning the

ISA National Composition
Competition in early 2022,
having only studied for just
over a year. Later he won

2nd prize in the RELEASE
competition set up by Junior
Guildhall, during which his
piece for tfrumpet and piano
was performed by professional
musicians, including the
current joint principal
trumpeter of the LPO. He

also won the annual Guildhall
Fanfare Competition, resulting
in his piece being conducted
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by Spencer Down at Drapers’
Hall in London at a prestigious
event, attended by celebrities
such as Alison Steadman.

Harry has been involved in
the Chelmsford Gang Show
from 2022, both playing

in the amazing pit band

and arranging the music in
conjunction with the fantastic
MD, Steve Randell. This year
there will be a 15-piece band,
so Harry is currently in the
process of arranging the songs
in preparation for rehearsal
later this year.

Outside of music, Harry is

a keen table tennis player,
currently playing in the
Winter League for Black
Notley Table Tennis Club. He
is also very passionate about
mathematics, and in his few

10

free hours can be found
attempting to create original
maths problems with which to
test his friends!

For today’s concert, Harry

has composed a piece,
Chiaroscope. The title, a
neologism, is derived from the
word chiaroscuro, a painting
technique which refers to the
treatment and contrast of light
and darkness — in this context
it references a metaphorical

battle between good and evil. /
Each respective moral force

has certain identifying motifs
which, throughout the piece,
clash and duel. So, the big
question is: which force will
triumph in the end...? (&




ESSEX YOUTH ORCHESTRA

1st Violin

Thomas O’Hagan,
leader

Amy Bradshaw
Amy Hall

Eliza Pampapathi
Louis Barnes
Hannah Brooks
Rachel Oommen
Tamsin Nandha
Abigail Fordyce
Mark Amos

2nd Violin

Annabelle Gray
Niamh Williams
Katherine Carver
Lauren Holmes-Cook
Alex Mitchell

Edward Kirtland
Ankhan Aswani

Miles Lewela
Francesco Fira

Toni Cooper

Charlie Newman
Ellen Heppell

Soshin Yoshitake-
Thatcher

Charles Lino

Jonathan Best
Daniel Tidey
Donall Childs
Gabriel Leung
Catherine Cox
Jaslyn Lam

Nolan Asubiaro

Double Bass

Mollie Sumner
Joel Elonge

Kea Emina

Jamie Derrick
Sarah Padbury
Tiberiu Negrea

Sally Thomson



Harry Wilson
Evie Day

Dia Tiwari

Henry Li
Jasper Rebel
Katie Watley
Lexia Chow

Isabel Lay

Emily Lorenc

Bassoon

Anoushka Jayakumar
Lizzie Watley
Felix Partridge

Darcie Vernon
Matthew Gray
James Wilson
James Simpkins

Jemima Padbury

Alex Rebel

Bethan Spragg

Oliver Toms

Svetoslav Gluhchev

Trombone

Atharv Gupta

Gabriel Goddard

Will Heaton

Adi Grant

Ben Bishop
Harriet Wilson
Mariella Bromfield
Sam Irven

Vincent Lilley

Marcia Lam



Essex Youth Orchestra (EYO) is the flagship
ensemble for Essex Music Service, beginning
in 1957. Over the years we have seen many

of its players from all over Essex go on to
become professionals in the music industry,
benefitting from the high standard and
opportunities gained from their experience.
The orchestra play a wide range of classical
styles and composers, performing at many
different venues across Essex including
Saffron Hall and Chelmsford Cathedral. They
take part in residential courses and go on tour
to Europe bi-annually, having visited countries
such as Germany, Poland, Czech Repubilic,
Budapest and many more.

Players of Grade 7 standard on Woodwind,
Strings, Brass and Percussion from across
Essex are invited to attend an annual audition
workshop where they can learn audition tips
from professional musicians and perform their
prepared audition piece.

Other County Music Groups include: Essex
Youth Jazz Orchestra, Young Essex Jazz, Essex
Youth Symphonic Wind Orchestra, Essex Youth
Brass Ensemble, Essex Young People’s
Orchestra.

If you would like more information about
joining a County Music Group, please contact:
musichub@essex.gov.uk

Special thanks to Essex Young Musicians’
Trust for supporting players from Essex
Youth Orchestra to attend the course in
preparation for tonight’s performance.

For more information about funding
available through EYMT, please contact
Lisa Green at Essex Community
Foundation: lisa@essexcf.org.uk
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This information is issued by:

Essex County Council
Greater Essex Music Hub

Contact us:
musichub@essex.gov.uk
0333 013 8953

Greater Essex Music Hub
Essex County Council
County Hall, Chelmsford
Essex, CM1 1QH

@) essexcountycouncil (O) essex_cc

[ Essex County Council X Essex_cc

@ Essex County Council

The information contained in
this document can be translated,
and/or made available in
alternative formats, on request.
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